
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



FLATHEAD POST, 1 825 

Alex Ross 

1824. November, Friday 26. 37 — From Prairie de Cheveaux 
myself and party arrived at this place in the afternoon, where 
terminated our voyage of 10 months to the Snakes. Mr. 
Ogden 38 and Mr. Dears 39 with people and outfit from Spokane 
reached this place only a few hours before us. Statement of 
people both voyages (?) 

Engaged party with their families, including gentlemen, 
and 43 men, 8 women, 16 children. Freemen and trappers with 
families, 34 men, 8 lads, 22 women and 5 children. Total, 
176 souls. 

To accommodate people and property we use a row of huts 
6 in number, low, linked together under one cover, having 
the appearance of deserted booths. 

Saturday 27. All hands building. Mr. Ogden handed me 
a letter from the Governor appointing me in charge of this 
place for the winter. Mr. Ogden takes my place as chief of 
the Snake expedition. 

Monday 29. Kootenais joined Flatheads at Prairie de 
Cheveaux. Indians are now as follows there: 

Men and 
Lodges Lads Guns Women Children 

Flatheads 42 168 180 70 68 

Pend' Orielles 34 108 40 68 71 

Kouttannais 36 114 62 50 48 

Nez Perces 12 28 20 15 23 

Spokanes 4 12 6 7 11 



128 430 308 210 221 
and 1,850 horses. 



37 From the heading it would appear that Mr. Ross now begins a new part 
of the journal, covering his residence at Flathead Post or Fort. 

38 Peter Skene Ogden, well known to Oregon pioneers; see Oregon Hist. 
Quar., Vol. n, pp. 247-8. 

39 This was Mr. Thomas Dears, who was a clerk of the H. B.. Co. on the 
Columbia at this time. 



Snake Country Expedition, 1824 387 

We sent word to the camp to come and begin trade as fol- 
lows : First, Flat. ; 2d P., etc., as in order above. 

Tuesday 30. About 10 o'clock the Flatheads in a body 
mounted, arrived, chanting the song of peace. At a little 
distance they halted and saluted the fort with discharges from 
their guns. We returned the compliment with our brass 
pounder. The reverbating sound had a fine effect. The head 
chief advanced and made a fine speech welcoming the white 
man to these lands, apologizing for having but few beaver. 
The cavalcade then moved up. The chiefs were invited to the 
house to smoke. All the women arrived on horseback loaded 
with provisions and a brisk trade began which lasted till dark. 
The result was, 324 beaver, 154 bales of meat, 159 buffalo 
tongues, etc. 

December, Wednesday 1. The Pend' Orielles arrived in 
the manner of those of yesterday and traded as follows : 198 
beaver, 8 muskrat, etc. 

Received 2000 of the Snake Freemen's 40 beaver today and 
sent off canoe to Spokane House. 

Thursday 2d. Employed with Freemen and Indians all day. 
At night we had received 2000 more of Snake beaver. 

Friday 3d. The Kootenais accompanied by 10 Piegans 
came up, with the same ceremony and traded as follows: 494 
beaver, 509 muskrat, 2 red foxes, 3 mink, etc. The Kootenais 
do not belong here but are driven from fear of the Piegans 
and Blackfeet. 

The trouble of this part is now over till spring as the In- 
dians have gone home. In all we have traded 1183 beaver, 
14 otter, 529 muskrat, 8 fishers, 3 minks, 1 martin, 2 foxes, 
11,072 pounds dried meat, etc. (Buffalo meat.) 

The trade hardly averages 3 skins per Indian. 

Sunday, December 5. Began to equip the Freemen today. 
Mr. Ogden settling their accounts. Mr. Dears in the Indian 
shop with Interpreter Rivett, and myself with Mr. McKay 41 
in the equipment shop. 



40 That is, the skins taken by the free hunters that were a part of the expedi- 
tion in distinction from the engaged men or employees of the company. 

41 Probably Mr. Thos. McKay, son of Alex. McKay, of the Pac. Fur Co., whose 
widow became the wife of Dr. John McLoughlin. 
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Saturday, December 11. Finished equipping the Snake 
hunters. Mr. Kittson 42 from the Kootenais arrived.. 

Monday, 20th. Statement of men under Mr. Ogden to go to 
the Snake Country: 25 lodges, 2 gentlemen, 2 interpreters, 71 
men and lads, 80 guns, 364 beaver traps, 372 horses. 

This is the most formidable party that has ever set out for 
the Snakes. Snake expedition took its departure. Each 
beaver trap last year in the Snake country averaged 26 beaver. 
It is expected this hunt will net 14,100 beaver. Mr. Dears 
goes as far as Prairie de Cheveaux. 

Wednesday, 22d. Statement of people at this fort : 2 gen- 
tlemen, 14 laborers, 4 women, 7 children. Set the people 
squaring timber to keep them from plotting mischief. 

Saturday 25th. Considerable Indians; the peace pipe kept 
in motion. All the people a dram. 

Sunday 26th. No work today. Ordered the men to dress 
and keep the Sabbath. 

January 1, 1825. At daybreak the men saluted with guns. 
They were treated to rum and cake, each a pint of rum and 
a half pound of tobacco. 

March 1. Tuesday. The winter trade from December 4 
has amounted to 71 beaver, 2 otter, 15 muskrat, 3 foxes, etc. 

Saturday, 12 March. ^After breakfast embarked 4 canoes 
in sight of 1000 natives for Spokane House. 1644 large beaver, 
378 small beaver, 29 otter, 775 muskrats, 9 foxes, 12 fishers, 
1 martin, 8 mink, also leather and provisions. 

(At Spokane House) Friday, 25th March. — Of all situa- 
tions 44 chosen in the Indian country. -Spokane House is the 
most singular: far from water, far from Indians and out of 
the way. Spokane (Forks) on the west, Kettle Falls on the 
north Coeur d' Alene on the south, Pend' Oreille on the east 
would be better. 



42 William Kittson, who was in charge of the trading post among the 
Kootenais for many years; he died at Fort Vancouver about 1841. His brother, 
Norman, was one of the early millionaires of St. Paul, Minn. 

43 The trading post is now left in charge of some half-breed or entirely 
abandoned until fall, as the Indians spent their summer hunting buffalo. 

44 Mr. Ross indulges in his usual disgust as to the site of Spokane House, 
which feeling he elaborates at length in his "Fur Hunters." And this post was 
abandoned the following year for the new one at Kettle Falls, called Fort Colvile. 



